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but, . ‘don’t think: the edticational quali 
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Several: UNO athletes. sherehing for leisurely summer’ 
| employment after morning workouts found what they were 
| looking for at the Ak-Sar-Ben races. - 

‘Twenty-two-year-old senior defensive tackle Frank Zit 
} nik is in his first year as a paramutual’ betting clerk at Ak- 
Sar-Ben. 

Like most UNO football players, . Zitnik trains. with 
weights.and jogs during the morning hours. Consequently, 
he finds his jobasa betting clerk very convenient. =” 

“The job doesn’t require any personal labor so it doesn’t 
take anything out of me,”’ the 200-pound-plus tacklesaid. __ 

" At $36 for a 5%4-hour day, Zitnik also appreciates the © 
pay. ‘There aren’t too many summer jobs where you can 
make that kind of money,” he said. : 

That same sentiment is shared by Maverick gridders 
Jeff Finochiaro and Bill Danenhauer. 

~The 20-year-old Finochiaro is in his fourth week : as an 
Ak-Sar-Ben security guard. He patrols the second-level con- 
course for fights or peovle attempting to escape with money » 
| stolen from tellers. 

The j junior offensive tackle said: that normally his beat is . 
peaceful. Nonetheless, he wishes that Ak-Sar-Ben security 
guards were given something to protect.themselves with. — 

“Tid be nice to at least havea night stick,” hesaid, “We 
used to have guns, But they usually-either ‘didn’t work or. 
didn't haveany bulletsinthem.” — - 

“The 6-foot-5%4-inch Danenhauer patrols the indoor rink - 

where. track enthusiasts may view the races on a huge. 
‘Television screen, removed from: the. outdoor heat and 
humidity. 

‘Basically, Ljust watch for fights, "he said. a 

He agreed with Finochiaro’s desire to be armed with 
some sort of protection and added that if someone were to 
pull.a gun on him, “it would be feets do your thing.”. : 

“Twenty-one-year-old basketball forward Norene Groff 
also-works out lifting weights and swimming during the: 


summer mornings. Like Zitnik, she works as a. paramutual 4 


teller. 
': “Y geil fickets, andIeash tickets, * she said, 

This summer marks the third consecutive year Groff 
' has worked. at Ak-Sar-Ben, : 
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‘Races not so ak-citing, 
but the flies: are nice 


by Paul McCormick: 
~ . Gateway Contributor 


I've gone out to Ak-Sar-Ben twice: now) 


-eovering the races in.the last few days. I 
wanted to capture even a glimmer of the 
fascination . track people have for this 
“Sport of Kings.” 

Tmaust confess that I didn’t catch: racing - 
fever, not even a little bit. As a matter of 
fact, it left me completely cold. It’s not that 
horses themselves turn me off — I grew up 
~as one of the privileged few with a horse of 
their own and I did a lot of riding as a kid. 

~It’s not that I don’t like the gambling 
~ aspect either. Put me in Vegas with a cou- 
ple of hundred and Linda Ronstadt perfor- 
ming at a dinner show at Caesar’s.. It 
wouldn’t be easy to pry me away from the 
~ tables. I almost consider myself profes- 
sional at handicapping football. “ 

- Granted, I know next to nothing about 
analyzing the odds, evaluating the past per- 
formances of each horse, track conditions, . 
ete.: There are. new hand calculators 
available that are programmed to compute 
all these. variables and spit out the best 
bets. What fun is that? 

So, every 30 dr 45 minutes a bunch of 
horses run around a track that allows youa 
good view only-at the end of the race. The 

~ rest of the time they’re about a mile and a 
‘half away and you-need_some announcer 
who sounds like an auctioneer telling: you 
“what's happening. 


Of course, if it’s a hot day, like it was 


- the first time I went,‘you can always retreat 
inside where there are TV screens all over . 
the’ place and it’s delightfully air- 
conditioned. But I thought the point was to 
go out to the track and watch the ponies. On 
_ television? Why bother? _. 

.. I fully expected. to see some ‘really. 
strarige, seedy gambler types. You know, 
race track junkies; the type that spend their’ - 
winters in: Florida and.San Diego at:tracks 
_ before,” then ‘migrating up north: to bring 


‘their: ir charm’ toplaceslikeOmaha, 2... 


But mostly all I saw were young kids .. 
who should be working at McDonalds in- 
stead of blowing their hard-earned money 
on horse races. As my dad. Says, they pro- 
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- bably got the dough peddling drugs, 
anyhow. i 
. There were old people there, too, but 

~ that figures doesn’t it? They’re retired and - 

‘have got nothing better to do. It keeps them 

_ off the streets and out of: banks, ala BeOree 

Burns, nt 

T was. surprised by how many young 
girls were out and about without the benefit 
of male escorts. Girls:by themselves or in 
~ pairs abounded. Now, they should be home 
‘taking care of babies or in an office doing 
secretarial work. Right? Then again, thisis . 
the age of the liberated woman. But is this 
what we’re liberating them for? To hang - 
around race tracks?. 

The horses are beautiful — 1 will say 
that. I hope some of the photos we took of - 
them after their races turn out showing 
them .all_ sweaty and glistening as the 
_ jockeys walk them back past the grands- . 
tand. a 

‘And, ° my, but aren’t those jockeys 
short? Why, they’re practically midgets — 
_or is it dwarfs — I always get them mixed’ 
up. While they’re perched up on top of their: 
mounts, you don’t realize just how small . 
they are. They probably lead ey strange. 
lives. = ~ 

Ibeta great job — — if you are a kid real-- 
ly hing up on horses — would be a groom or 
stable boy for the summer. It sure would 
~ beat picking weeds and mowing yards like I 
- gotstuck doirig whenI.was15...0:. 

Since. people don’t ‘seem ‘to care 
_ whether: they are inside or outside, it’s. got 
to be the betting that keeps them coming 
back for more of the same punishment. I. 
noticed the fans get really excited right at 
theendoftherace. 

Some of them jump tip and down after a. 
race and hug each other. While others dis- 
. dainfully. throw’ their betting tickets on the 
- ground while muttering obscenities" =. 
. Personally, I think 1’l stick with craps : 
‘or. football betting ~— something I’m - 
familiar with. But I sure got to tell you. that | 
there were an awful lot of girls at Ak-Sar- | 

“Ben (fillies, { believe they call them) weat- 
ing some really cute outfits. Pa, 


